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UNESCO Statement
February 24, 2022

UNESCO is deeply concerned about the ongoing military operations and the escalation of violence in
Ukraine. As stated by the UN Secretary-General, such operations are violations of the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine and are inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations.

UNESCO calls for respect for international humanitarian law, notably the 1954 Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its two (1954 and 1999)
Protocols, to ensure the prevention of damage to cultural heritage in all its forms.

This also includes the obligations under the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2222 (2015)
on the protection of journalists, media professionals and associated personnel in situations of conflict,
to promote free, independent and impartial media as one of the essential foundations of a democratic
society, and which can contribute to the protection of civilians.

UNESCO also calls for restraint from attacks on, or harm to, children, teachers, education

personnel or schools, and for the right to education to be upheld.
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