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Unforgettable Incident

FUKUMOTO Yoshiro, Director, the Minato UNESCO Association

I have been a reporter for over 30 years, and one incident that I will never
forget is one that occurred in 2003 when I was stationed in England. The
person I interviewed was found dead one morning in the woods outside
Oxford.

In response to the 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New
York, the United States began preparing for war, claiming that “Iraq, which
possesses weapons of mass destruction, was behind the attack. If the Hussein
regime is not overthrown, world security will be threatened.” While France
and Germany showed a negative attitude, the UK followed the US lead. They released a report stating
that “Iraq could use weapons of mass destruction within 45 minutes,” and were about to use this as
a reason to enter the war.

There was an expert who questioned this government report. That was Dr. David Kelly, a member
of the United Nations inspection team in Iraq and an advisor to the British Ministry of Defense. 1
requested an interview with Dr. Kelly at his home.

“This house was originally a farmhouse built in the 16th century,” he said with a calm expression.
The study was decorated with photos of him as well as his colleagues in Iraq, where he visited more
than 30 times as an inspector. The doctor responded politely throughout the long interview, showing
photos of the sites he had inspected and testifying, “There were no weapons of mass destruction
anywhere.” This testimony, which undermined the British government's cause, had a great impact in
Japan, but it also caused an uproar in the UK, with people claiming that the government had
fabricated the report.

Dr. Kelly was summoned to the Diet and grilled with harsh questions, then disappeared, and his
body was found face down in the woods the next morning. His left wrist was cut, and it was ruled a
suicide.

After the war began, information was limited to information released by the U.S. military and
interviews controlled by the military, and the only real information about civilian casualties was
footage from Qatar's Al Jazeera. Thus, I fully realized that the information control was strong, making
it difficult to grasp the reality and, furthermore, the reality itself was distorted.

After the Irag War, no weapons of mass destruction were found. President Hussein was found
(To be continued on P.4)
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The MUA Fiscal 2023 Symposium
Are we squarely facing the history of what Japan experienced during that war?

Date: Wednesday, March 3, 2024
Venue: Minato City Libra Center

Sponsored by the Minato UNESCO Association

Co-sponsored by the Minato City Board of Education

Supported by the National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan and
the Tokyo Metropolitan Liaison Council of UNESCO Associations

We had the following speakers to discuss the subject in this symposium:

Dr. TEZUKA Chizuko (Moderator & Discussant)
Formerly professor at the Center for Japanese Studies at Keio University

Mr. YONEKURA Ritsu (Discussant)
Professor at the College of Law, Nihon University, specializing in visual journalism and media
history; formerly Director of News Department, Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK)

Dr. OGIMOTO Kai (Discussant)
Associate professor (specialty in clinical psychologist) at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Sagami
Women’s University

We had the pleasure of having Dr. Tezuka as the moderator & discussant, along with two speakers,
for this symposium. She has long studied the aftermath of the A-bomb droppings in Japan toward
the end of WWII, with a focus on the theme of “Why have Japanese people not expressed their anger?”
At the start of the symposium, Dr. Tezuka introduced Professor Yonekura and Associate Professor
Ogimoto. The three speakers gave intriguing presentations from their respective viewpoints, namely
journalism, Japanese “Tanka” poetry, and mythological thought. The following is a summary of their
presentations.

Mr. Yonekura:
B Characteristics and problems with the so-called “August Journalism”

The “August Journalism” is a jargon addressing the annual phenomenon in
Japanese media communities. In August, newspapers, TV stations or
magazines start to deliver intensively special programs or articles related to
WWII, around the time from the A-bomb droppings to the end of the war.

Major topics, typically highlighted in the “August Journalism,” include
A-bomb droppings, U. S. air-raids, poverty and displacements, the war in
Okinawa, the fierce fights in the Asia-Pacific battlefields, home-returns from
Manchuria and other overseas locations, and the end of the defeated war. These
topics seem to focus mainly on the sufferings or victimization of Japan and its people. It can be
summarized as journalism of sufferings in the basic tone.

On the other hand, Japan caused various sufferings overseas during the war, including its
invasion and colonization of Asian neighbor countries; persecution or execution of local citizens or
POW’s, as exemplified by the Nanjing Massacre; forced arrests or labor; the 731 military unit issue;
and the so-called comfort women issue during the war. All in all, the reporting on the sufferings,
inflicted by Japan, have been excessively downplayed, overshadowed by the enormous magnitude of
sufferings Japan had undergone. It is estimated that the number of death toll in Japan during the
war was 3.1 million whereas the total number of war victims in Asian countries was about 20 million.
The war dead in Asia include many local people who were prosecuted during Japan’s invasion.
However, the “August Journalism” has rarely focused on the Japan-inflicted negative side of the war.
I feel that it represents a bias in reporting. The awareness of this bias was the start of my research.



During the early to mid-1990’s, around the time of the 50th anniversary of the end of WWII,
there was a period when the “August Journalism” showed a visible movement to actively focus on the
war sufferings inflicted by Japan. That’s the time when former wartime comfort women or those who
were forced to hard labor, filed lawsuits against the Japanese government or enterprises. That’s also
the time when the then Foreign Affairs Minister Kono and Prime Minister Murayama gave
respectively their statements of apology about those issues.

However, from the latter half of the 1990’s and onward, Japan’s mass media reverted to the
victimized-centric “August Journalism.” In particular, we started to lose our mindset to reflect on our
history and the past after the second Abe administration started in 2012. The “August Journalism”
has been affected by the changes underway in the societal mainstream.

B De-historitization and de-contextualization of “War History”

I have been concerned about the recent trend toward de-historitization and de-contextualization of
war memory. Years have passed since the end of the war, and we are facing the challenge on how to
hand down the war memory to posterity. For example, the average age of the “Hibakusha’ or A-bomb
survivors is 85 or older. Accordingly, the number of those who can tell about the A-bomb atrocity has
decreased. On the other hand, I'm aware of emerging efforts in expressions, perceived in the
production of recent TV programs or movies, which try to present wars as something very close or
personal to the younger generation. A typical example is “Kono Sekaino Katasumini” a movie
directed by KATABUCHI Sunao and released in 2016. The heroine Suzu is a nameless commoner
girl who was born in Hiroshima and lived in Kure after marriage. The story centers on her daily life.
The movie was acclaimed for its strong appeal of war-ridden memory. Capitalizing on the popularity
of this movie, NHK produced more than ten TV and radio programs under the campaign title of “Suzu-
san here and there.” Regrettably, all of those programs did not shed any light on what Japan had
inflicted on Asan neighbors as an aggressor. They only gave detailed descriptions of ordinary citizens’
joys and sorrows during the war. I see it as a problem.

In the past, I have not been aware of satisfactory explanations about when and why the war
occurred, what caused Japan to wage the war, or why and by whom the A-bombs were dropped over
Japan. In short, the war has been narrated only as something very abstract. This is what I mean by
de-historitization and de-contextualization of war memory. Is it enough to pass on to posterity only
a general and abstract message such as “As wars are miserable, we should not repeat them”? Should
we not mind “what kind” of historical records are to be inherited and “for what reason”? Soon we will
observe the 80th anniversary of the end of the last war. I trust that these issues are yet to be fully
discussed during the “August Journalism” season.

Dr. TEZUKA

B Absence of anger and sorrow in “Tanka” poems which address the war.

I think that “7anka” poems (thirty-one syllabled verse), due to its short lyrics, are capable to cut out
an instantaneous scene of reality, and that these poems are loved by many even today for its resonant
brevity. Therefore, I feel that these poems vividly express our mindset toward the war. Let me cite
“Tanka’ poems which address the A-bomb, the war in general, and various war-related subjects, along
with those which span different age groups and gender. I hope that these poems will motivate us to
ask ourselves concerning how we should face the war.

(> Dr. Tezuka cited a total of 22 “Tanka” poems created by poets and
oA 2 ordinary citizens. Their themes represented the following five categories; (1)

1; battle-field experiences, (2) miserable A-bomb victimization, (3) grief over the
!_ war dead, (4) exceptionally expressed anger or hatred toward the enemy, and
(5) post-war poverty-stricken life and remorse about the war.

E k | Dr. Tezuka concluded that there are a relatively few “7anka” poems



which touched upon the cause that drove Japan to start the war, or which demand accountability
from the Japanese or the U. S. government concerning inhumane war acts such as A-bomb attacks.
In this connection, Dr. Tezuka expressed a concern about Japanese citizens’ “Shikataganal’ mentality
which seems to prevent us from squarely facing the A-bom atrocity or the cruel reality of wars.

Dr. Ogimoto

B To think of the “mourning procedures” from the mythological thought

I started to have a keen interest in wars when, as a budding counselor, I met a
female patient in her 80’s who had a trauma from war-time experiences. In
counselling, it is important not just to listen to your patient’s talk but also to get
involved and establish a mutual trust. Speaking of the relationship between
wars and trauma, I personally suspect that President Putin may have some
trauma. When people face overwhelming experiences, which exceed their
acceptance capacity, they tend to regard themselves as victims.

Psychologists try to find the reason which caused their patients to feel
victimized. It seems to me that the process of looking deep into the patient’s mind to flnd a clue is
similar to the process of tracing back the historical paths. What kind of narrative can we find if we
trace back the history of Japan? I think we in Japan will end up with the mythological story of Jzanagi
and lzanami.

Dr. Ogimoto gave explanations on the following subjects:

My methodology: Psychiatric analysis and psycho-therapy are similar to riding a time machine.
President Putin’s trauma

Mythological narratives about victims in Japan: Izanagi and Izanami story

Mythological way of thinking about victimization: victim identity and victim nationalism
Developmental psychology theory about trilateral relationship

Japanese farmers sent to Manchuria: they can be perceived as both aggressors and victims

Recovery of reflection: capability to empathy

In closing:

We received the following message from Dr. Tezuka; “I hope this symposium presented a good
opportunity for attendees and readers not just to reflect on “that war” in the past but also think about
the contemporary world where wars emerge one after another.”

(Written by SATO Ritsuko, Standing Director, the International Science & Culture Committee, and
trans]ated by TANAHASHI S., the PR & Internet Committee)

(Continued from P. 1) Unforgettable Incident

hiding underground in the northern part of his hometown of Tikrit by the American military and was
sentenced to death, but he reportedly said, “He did not possess any weapons of mass destruction.” It
was reported that bin Laden was killed in a surprise attack by US special forces while he was hiding
in Pakistan, and his body was dumped into the sea by a US military aircraft.

Currently, information warfare and information control are continuing in Ukraine, the Middle East,
and some parts of the world. At times like these, I feel it is important to engage in activities like
UNESCO's, which seeks to learn about and respect the cultures of other countries.

(translated by SUDA Y., the PR, Bulletin & Internet Committee Associate)
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Hands-on Workshop of “Yukata Kitsuke”
Instructor: Ms. TAKAHASHI Yuko, Principal of Ginza School,
The Hakubi Kyoto Kimono Gakuin Yukata

Date: Sunday, June 22nd, 2024
Venue: Minato City Life -long Learning Center
Workshop contents:
1. Briefing on Kimono, as Japanese traditional outfit
2. Briefing on Yukata
3. Instructor ‘s demonstration of how to wear the Yukata
4. Yukata Kitsuke (dressing) exercise
5. Exercise in bowing (seated & standing) and walking in Yukata
6. Exercise in folding Yukata

We had 20 people, and 12 are from other countries, i.e., Germany, Republic of Mozambique
and other African countries.

Under careful guidance, we were taught how to wear a yukata and the tips for tying the obi
in an easy-to-understand manner. We also received instructions on how to walk without
letting the hem flutter, how to bow in decent manner, and how to fold the yukata. Not only the
participants but also our staff were able to have a fulfilled time.

What was particularly impressive was that a mother and her elementary school daughter
from Germany brought their own yukatas. We were impressed by their enthusiasm and
meticulous preparation. The mother expressed her thoughts, saying ‘It was wonderful,” and
everyone seemed to be satisfied with smiles on their faces.

In this way, we were able to reaffirm the importance of cross-cultural exchange and the
charm of Japanese traditional culture. We hope to continue this program in the future.

- - ‘i,‘_.:
(Written by TAGAWA J, Standing Director, translated by KODAMA K, the PR & Internet Committee)
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Report on the All-Japan Summit Meeting of University UNESCO Clubs

Date: Saturday, July 13, 2024
Venue: Tamagawa University campus

Recently, I was invited by Professor Kobayashi of "
Tamagawa University (right photo) to attend a
summit meeting held at his university where all-
Japan university UNESCO clubs got together.
Professor Kobayashi supervises Tamagawa
University’s UNESCO Club and has continued
connections with the Minato UNESCO Association
(MUA). He regularly supports MUAs Japanese
Speech Contest held every December. In an effort to
change our relationship with Professor Kobayashi
from one-way street to both-way street, where we visit
and support mutually, Chairperson Tagawa of MUA’s Japanese Speech Contest Committee
and I decided to participate in this summit.

The event was held in a classroom at Tamagawa University and was attended by a total of
about 20 students from Nara University of Education, Aoyama Gakuin University, and
Tamagawa University. Mr. Okamoto of Tamagawa University’s UNESCO Club acted as MC
and gave an initial presentation on the UNESCO activities underway at each university.
Professor Kobayashi had introduced Mr. Okamoto to us in advance,

First, Nara University of Education representatives stated that they have been steadily
continuing their activities in cooperation with local companies and elementary and junior high
schools. The more people there are and the deeper the shared knowledge is, the better the
volunteer activities would become. However, it is difficult to make progress with only one
person's hands and judgement. It would be much better if people of a wide range of ages could
participate. Therefore, I felt that the ideal form of volunteer work should involve companies
and educational institutions.

For example, the university’s UNESCO Club plans an off-campus event during the summer
vacation. They ask supporting companies to provide financial assistance while students
manage the event on-site. During the event, elementary and junior high school students,
joined sometimes by high school students, hold various activities and discuss the future of
Japan and the world.

Listening to the presentations, my heart was filled with hope and excitement. When I
looked at Ms. Tagawa, who was sitting across the aisle, her eyes were sparkling as she looked
at the slides and listened to the students' presentations. I was happy to know that she was as
excited as myself.

Next, Tamagawa University’s club explained that they focus on the promotion of SDGs,
plan and manage different events within the club, and hold roundtable discussions on
UNESCO activities each time. Under the theme of "What we can do now for the future," the
club members use their lunch-hour time to deepen their friendship, plan activities, and work
out efforts to expand their circle. The atmosphere of the audience was neither sad nor tearful,
but cheerful and light.

The students handed to me and Ms. Tagawa their mobile phone screens with bright smiles
and said, "Let's do something together!" So we gladly handed over our QR codes and quickly
finished our self-introductions. In the Heisei era, self-introductions used to be an act of
"exchanging business cards" and "small talk to test each other's abilities." However, today QR
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code exchanges are enough. This convenient revolution is a blessing for both the earth and
human society because it does not waste paper and causes little luggage. After all, we often
end up wondering who gave business cards. Thinking for a moment before tearing something
up is a depressing and unpleasant act even if you do it secretly. I wonder how the digital native
generation would respond to this type of old-generation thinking.

Aoyama Gakuin University’s club was founded only this year. They explained their
objectives and the meaning of their club’s name, "Le Lien." There are not yet much activities
but, judging from the Instagram accounts they exchange, I could see that there is a lot of
information they are sharing.

Today's university students have experienced sending and receiving information
individually since childhood, so they are very good at using and understanding tools. Therefore,
they have no weaknesses to worry about. How reliable they are, that is, how they know how
to handle "perishable" information. This is how they connect with the world and share values
and information. Their small steps are digital, and they travel the world in an instant, and
return with a lot of support and sympathy. The university students examine such information
in an instant and proceed with their activities.

After the presentations, we were randomly divided into groups and joined group sessions.
I used to carry a laptop for conferences during the Heisei era but these students carry tablets
and operate them during discussions. After lively discussions about tablet accessories, we
talked about our dreams for the future. It was really an eye-opener to see that “otaku’ could
be an icebreaker. I strongly felt that the generation of these students will lead UNESCO.

Once we began to talk in group sessions, I found that the dreams and aspirations the
students spoke of were certainly not much different from what I had during my youth. After
all, the students want to make the future better and bring peace to the world. The digital
gadgets we use may change but the tasks we must undertake and people's aspirations do not.
This is why we can discuss our future across different generations. Thus, our motivation for
UNESCO activities is sustained by a sense of solidarity that comes from shared passion.

I was impressed with everything during the All-Japan Summit of University UNESCO
Clubs - so fresh and stimulating from start to end. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to Professor Kobayashi and all the students for having us in the event.

(ISHIAI Kazuyo, Vice Chairperson of the Japanese Speech Contest Committee)
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World Cooking Workshop: Mexican Home Cooking

Date: July 28, 2024

Venue: Minato Gender Equality Center Libra

Participants: 20 (including 7 staff members and
one interpreter)

Instructor: Ms. Karla Hernandez

Ms. Karla Hernandez was born in Mexico and raised in the US before coming to Japan in 2022. Now
working as an English teacher in a Japanese school, she visits Mexico every summer to see her
grandmother, who conveys Mexican home cooking recipes to her. Making use of those cooking
directions, Ms. Hernandez has continued to serve meal for her family to this day. For this special
occasion, she went out of her way to make necessary arrangements to authentic Mexican home
cooking, hoping we may try it out at our Japanese kitchen.

Originating from dishes of both indigenous tribes as well as those brought in from Spain, Mexican
cooking was registered as UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2010. Typical Mexican
ingredients include avocado, tomato, cacao, vanilla and corn. Particularly deemed important among
them is “nopales (edible cactus)”, which is depicted on the Mexico’s national flag.

Today’s Menu

(1) Chicken Vegetable soup: Put in soup the bullion and chicken, add a lot of vegetables, and simmer
it.

(2) Nopales salad: Crispy, sticky and tasty cactus salad.

(3) Chicken “sopes”: Heap up ingredients and sauce upon thick chicken dough.

(4) Rice milk desert: Rice is boiled in milk.

(5) Hibiscus water: Cold drink with a little sourness, and its color is bright red.

Today’s instruction was given in English, and Ms. OTKAWA Yurie kindly served as simultaneous

interpreter. Thanks to Ms. Hernandez, we had a rare chance to taste “cactus” and other unique
foodstuff.

(Written by YAMASAWA Emi, the World Cooking Committee, and translated by MIYASHITA Yukari,
Standing Director)
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UNESCO Press Release

251M children and youth still out of school, despite decades of progress
(UNESCO Report)

The global out-of-school population has reduced by only 1% in nearly ten years, according
to the UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report 2024 unveiled today. Chronic
under-investment in education, particularly in low-income countries, is one of the main
causes. In synergy with the G20, chaired this year by Brazil, UNESCO calls on its
Member States to leverage innovative financing mechanisms such as debt-for-education
swaps.

© Pixabay / akshayapatra
31 October 2024 (Last update:8 November 2024)

Education is the key driver of prosperous, inclusive and peaceful societies. Yet, quality
education risks being the privilege of a few, if we do not take serious measures to give
every child across the globe the same chance to learn and thrive. Today, at the UNESCO
Global Education Meeting, we call for bold leadership to change course and bolster
investments in education, including through renewed solidarity mechanisms between
high- and lower-income countries.

Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General

According to the UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report 2024, 110M more
children and youth have entered school since the UN Sustainable Development Goal on
education was adopted in 2015, with more children in school today than ever before.
Completion rates are also on the rise: 40M more young people are completing secondary
school today than in 2015.

However, during the same period, the out-of-school population has reduced by only 1%.
As a result of this global stagnation, 251M children and youth are still not in school
worldwide. Regional disparities remain stark: 33% of school-aged children and youth in
low-income countries are out of school, compared to only 3% in high-income countries.
More than half of all out-of-school children and adolescents in the world are in the sub-
Saharan African region.


https://bit.ly/gemreport2024

Education financing is a key bottleneck

The UNESCO-World Bank Education Finance Watch 2024, a second report published
today, confirmed that one of the key obstacles in further broadening access to quality
education globally remains the lack of funding: 4 in 10 countries spend less than 15% of
their total public expenditure and less than 4% of GDP on education, the two agreed
benchmarks.

The education investment gap between countries is also staggering: low-income
countries spent only $55 per learner in 2022, compared to $8,543 for high-income
countries. The UNESCO-World Bank report also warns of the growing weight of debt
servicing. In Africa, countries spent almost as much on debt servicing in 2022 as they
did on education. At the same time, the share of official development assistance going to
education globally has dropped from 9.3% in 2019 to 7.6% in 2022.

The magnitude of educational exclusions globally urges us to strengthen international
solidarity and leverage innovative financing mechanisms, such as debt-for-education
swaps. Several bilateral initiatives have paved the way in recent years, and it is now
possible to scale up these efforts. In line with the longstanding work of the G20, which
resulted in the first common framework for debt restructuring in 2020, UNESCO 1is
calling on States to consider a multilateral platform dedicated to converting debt into
sustainable financing for education.

Through this platform, countries that are burdened by unsustainable levels of debt could
negotiate their conversion into investments for education. It could build on the expertise
of key stakeholders in this field: UNESCO, the G20 and multilateral funds for education
such as the Global Partnership for Education.

Synergies between UNESCO and the G20

The aforementioned reports were released at the Global Education Meeting, organized
by UNESCO and hosted by the Government of Brazil in Fortaleza (31 October-1
November). This is one of the largest international education conferences and the fourth
in a series of meetings convened by UNESCO since 2018 to take stock of progress
towards educational goals globally. For the first time, the event is held back-to-back with
the G20 Education Ministers’ Meeting, and is placed under the theme of equity and
inclusion, in synergy with the priorities of the Brazilian Presidency of the G20, for which
UNESCO is a privileged partner.

Equity and inclusion in and through education are fundamental to Brazil's vision of
social development. We are proud to host UNESCO's Global Education Meeting, building
on the momentum of the G20 Education Ministers’ meeting, as we seek to lead a global
dialogue on overcoming inequalities in education. (excerpted from the original)

Minato UNESCO Association is a citizens’ voluntary membership
organization that promotes Japanese traditional culture, holds
cross-cultural workshops and presents multicultural events and
international symposia for world peace. For any questions or
comments about our articles, please contact our secretariat office
at:

Tel: 03-3434-2300, Tel & Fax: 03-3434-2233,
E-mail: m-info@minatounesco.jp
URL: https://minato-unesco.jp/en/
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