
Contribution to grass roots movements

- The case of Minato UNESCO Association -

November 29, 2021

Professor Hiroshi Nagano

- First International Conference on Technologies for 
   Smart Green Connected Societies 2021 (ICTSGS) -

1



Outline

1. What is UNESCO?

2. Grass-roots UNESCO movement in Japan

3. Exemplified case : Activities of Minato UNESCO Association

A : Cross-cultural understanding

B : Symposium series of thinking for peace

4.   Final remark

2



Minato City located in the center of Tokyo Metropolis

出典：
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★Specialized Agency of the United Nations

★Intergovernmental organization

What is the UNESCO of the United Nations?

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
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Minato UNESCO Association (MUA)・・・

Established in October 1981 by a group of idealistic 
people, including Dr. Kenzo Tange, the first president 
of MUA, who agreed with the spirit of "building peace 
through educational, scientific, and cultural activities" 
as stated in the UNESCO Constitution. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
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The 2nd National Convention of the UNESCO Movement in Japan (Sendai, 1948)6
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Poster of the 1 st National Convention of the UNESCO 
Movement in Japan (Tokyo, 1947)
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Speech by the representative of Japan 
at the UNESCO General Assembly in 1951
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The Concept Underlying Our Activities

What does it mean to build peace?

A. Cross-cultural understanding
・Understanding of different cultures and societies
・Interaction with different people

B. Symposium series of thinking for peace 
・ Create an opportunity to think about what peace is

and what to do
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The First Symposium  2019

What we can do 
about the climate change

Learning and Action for the SDGs

Symposium Series of Thinking for Peace   No.1

21



The 2nd Symposium  2020

Passing on the Charm of the Sea 
to Future Generations

The United Nations Decade of 
Ocean  Science Begins

Symposium Series of Thinking for Peace  No.2
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Global ocean observation
using profiling floats

Deep-sea Debris Database

Prediction of climate-based Malaria
outbreak

Interactions between ocean and land / 
human activities

Characterization for seafloor metal 
resources

Earthquake and Tsunami
prediction for disaster mitigation

JAMSTEC’s Contributions to SDGsJAMSTEC’s Contributions to SDGs

Contributing to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Efforts to understand and project the behavior of a wide variety of gigantic complex systems that make up 

our Earth

 Focusing on understanding how human activity influences the systems globally 1024



Surveys the structure of sub-bottoms mainly with MCS

GT 4,517 t
R/V KAIREI

Large vessel able to perform observation over 
wide areas

GT 8,687 t
R/V MIRAI

Support vessel for
“SHINKAI6500”

GT 4,439 t
R/V YOKOSUKA

Drilling vessel with world-class scientific drilling 
capacity

GT 56,752 t
Drilling Vessel CHIKYU

Multipurpose research vessel 
with long-term cruise

GT 3,991 t
R/V HAKUHOMARU

Operation from 2013
Multipurpose R/V focusing on  
the survey off the coast of Tohoku region

R/V SHINSEIMARU
GT 1,629 t

GT: Gross tonnage

R/V KAIMEI
G 5,747t

Multipurpose research vessel for wide-area 
seabed research World-class manned submersible

Shinkai6500Deep Submergence Vehicle 
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Research Vessels / Manned Submersible of JAMSTEC Research Vessels / Manned Submersible of JAMSTEC 



Symposium Series of Thinking for Peace   No.3

The 3rd Symposium  2021

Nature Reserves Fostered by 
the Community

UNESCO Biosphere Reserves
(UNESCO Eco-Park)
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“ユネスコエコパークはSDGｓの理念と最もマッチしますね！”

【横浜国立大学松田裕之教授資料を改変】



Final remark

The Minato UNESCO Association, which was born from
a grassroots movement, is firmly engaging in communi-
cating to the general public the importance of bottom-
up activities related to SDGs and the importance of 
transforming our lifestyle and society, and also the 
crucial meaning of research activities in realizing these
objectives. We will continue these activities further.
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Thank you for listening! 

ご清聴、有難うございました。

nagano@grips.ac.jp
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